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OB all in one island, compassed with one sea, and of itself by
nature so indivisible, as almost those that were borderers them-
selves on the late borders cannot distinguish nor know, or
discern their own limits I ... "What God hath conjoined then,
let no man separate. I am the husband and all the whole isle
is my lawful wife : I am the head and it is iny body : I am the
shepherd and it is my flock . . .

But ... all worldly blessings are but like swift passing
shadows, fading flowers, or chaff blown before the wind, if by
the profession of true religion and works according thereunto
God be not moved to maintain and settle the thrones of princes
... At my first coming, although I found but one religion, and
that which by myself is professed, publicly allowed and by the
law maintained, yet found I another sort of religion, besides
a private sect, lurking within the bowels of this nation. The
first is the true religion, which by me is professed and by the
law is established: the second is the falsely called Catholics,
but truly Papists: the third, which I call a sect rather than
a religion, is the Puritans and Novelists, who do not so far
differ from us in points of religion as in their confused form of
policy and parity; being ever discontented with the present
government and impatient to suffer any superiority, which
maketh their sect unable to be suffered in any well-governed
commonwealth. But as for my course toward them, I remit it
to my proclamations made upon that subject*

And now, for the Papists, I must put a difference betwixt
mine own private profession of mine own salvation, and my
politic government of the realm for the weal and quietness
thereof. As for my own profession, you have me your head
now amongst you of the same religion that the body is of...
But as I would be leather to dispense in the least point of mine
own conscience for any worldly respect than the foolishest
precisian of them all, so would I be as sorry to strait the
politic government of the bodies and minds of all my subjects
to my private opinions: nay, my mind was ever so free from
persecution or thralling of my subjects in matters of con-
science, as I hope that those of that profession within this
kingdom have a proof since iny coming, that I was so far from
increasing their burdens with Rehoboanij as I have, so much as